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REFERENCES

References to bibles used in the lecture are usually to the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), The New Jerusalem BIble (NJB), the Revised English Bible (REB), the New International Version (NIV), the English Standard Version (ESV) or the King James Version (KJV).

Amazing numbers of old texts are now available online. A search for, for example, the Codex Sinaiticus, Tyndale’s Bible, and the Geneva Bible, will reveal online texts. The British Library site is worth a visit for early manuscripts (and they publish a fascimile of Tyndale’s New Testament of 1526 from only one of two copies remianing in the world.) See www.bl.uk/onlinegallery Turning the pages of historical manuscripts is a magical experience.

The early history of codex and papyrus and book production, going on to a brief description of text variations, will be found in J Harold Greenlee, TheText of the New Testament (2008).

A guide to the various versions of the bible, with a historical emphasis, is Henry Wandsbrough, The Story of the BIble - How it Came to Us (2006).

For a detailed analysis of current bible translations, in much more detail than was possible in the lecture, read David Dewey, A User’s Guide to Bible Translations (2004). This is the book to look at if you wish a comment on a modern translation (prior to 2004 of course). 

With care the internet can be used to work out what the criticisms are of a translation of the bible. Wikipedia has articles on almost all the current bible translations and by reading the references in the footnotes varying views can be traced. Bear in mind that some text may be produced by the compilers of the bible or their publishers.

One website with comparisons of bibles, and lots of other material on bibles, is www.kencollins.com  I do not agree with him on all he says on NJB and NIV, but you decide!
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